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SUBJECT: GENERAL ELECTIONS: SCOTTISH NATIONALIST PARTY MANIFESTO 

SUMMARY: SCOTTISH NATIONALIST PARTY (SNP) WILL RELEASE 
ITS ELECTION MANIFESTO SEPTEMBER 23. ALTHOUGH MANIFESTO 
ADDRESSES BROAD RANGE OF ISSUES, ITS BASIC APPEAL IS 
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DIRECTED TO SCOTTISH NATIONALISM IN NARROWEST SENSE. 
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PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVES OF INTEREST TO THE DEPT. INCLUDE: 

COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT SCOTLAND HAVING SEPARATE DIPLOMATIC 
REPRESENTATION AND DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT; REMOVAL 
OF ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS FROM SCOTTISH "SOIL AND WATERS;" 

STATE OWNERSHIP OF ALL NATIONAL RESOURCES; AND CONTROLS 
ON OIL AND GAS EXPLOITATION, PRODUCTION AND PROFITS, 

WITH SCOTTISH GOVT OWNERSHIP PARTICIPATION. OIL 
REVENUES WOULD BE USED TO FINANCE EXTENSIVE DEVELOPMENT 
AND SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAMS. END SUMMARY. 

1. SNP ELECTION MANIFESTO WHICH WILL BE RELEASED TO 
PUBLIC SEPTEMBER 23, CONTAINS COMPREHENSIVE DESCRIPTION 
PARTY POLITICAL GOALS AND POSITION ON BROAD RANGE OF 
DOMESTIC ISSUES, INCLUDING EXPLOITATION OF NORTH SEA OIL 
AND ENERGY POLICIES. MANIFESTO, HOWEVER, IS SHORT ON 
SPECIFICS (COPIES TO BE POUCHED). POINTS OF SPECIAL INTERST 
TO DEPT ARE SUMMARIZED BELOW: 

A) GOVERNMENT - AFTER SOME EQUIVOCATION IN INTRODUCTORY 
PORTIONS OF MANIFESTO SNP COMES OUT FOR COMPLETE 
SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE. EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE POWERS 
WOULD BE VESTED IN SCOTTISH ASSEMBLY, BUT SOVEREIGNTY 

OF CROWN RECOGNIZED WHEN SOVEREIGN RESIDENT IN SCOTLAND. 

B) EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE - SCOTLAND WOULD 
HAVE SEPARATE DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION AND DEFENSE 
ESTABLISHMENT, THOUGH SNP SUPPORTS "SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP 
AMONG COUNTRIES OF BRITISH ISLES." ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
WOULD BE REMOVED FROM "SCOTTISH SOIL AND WATERS," EVEN 
THOUGH SNP FAVORS COLLECTIVE DEFENSE AND WILLING TO 
PARTICIPATE IN WESTERN EUROPEAN DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS. 
MANIFESTO SUPPORTS BRITISH WITHDRAWAL FROM EEC, BUT DOES 
NOT FORECOSE POSSIBILITY THAT INDEPENDENT SCOTLAND 
MIGHT WISH TO JOIN. 

C) OIL AND ENERGY POLICY - ALL NATURAL RESOURCES 
WOULD BRING TO SCOTTISH PEOPLE, WHO THROUGH ASSEMBLY, 

WOULD IMPOSE CONDITIONS AND TERMS FOR EXPLOITATION AND 
PRODUCTION (MANIFESTO IMPLIES RENEGOTIATION OF EXISTING 
OIL ARRANGMENTS). SCOTTISH GOVT WOULD ALSO PARTICIPATE 

IN OIL COMPANY OWNERSHIP. AFTER-TAX PROFITS WOULD BE CONTROLLED 
AS APPROPRIATE, BASED ON "CAPITAL, EXPERTISE AND RISKS 
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INVOLVED." OPTIMUM OIL PRODUCTION WOULD BE 
DETERMINED BY SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT AT "AROUND 55 MILLION 
TONS ANNUALLY." PRUDUCTION WOULD DECREASE AS PRICES 
INCREASE. THIS PROVISION WOULD CONFLICT WITH COMMITMENT 
ELSEWHERE IN MANIFESTO TO COOPERATE WITH OTHER NATIONS 
TO ENSURE AMPLE WORLWIDE ENERGY SUPPLY. 

D) OTHER - MANIFESTO INCLUDES EXTENSIVE POLICY 
STATEMENTS ON INDUSTRY AND EMPLOYMENT, TRANSPORT, WELFARE 
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(SNP PROMISES "TO WAGE WAR ON POVERTY”), HOUSING 
AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES, EDUCATION AND THE ARTS. MANIFESTO 
STATES THAT OIL REVENUES WOULD FINANCE LARGE PART 
OF THESE PROGRAM COSTS. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE SNP PLATFORM IS BY NO MEANS SOCIALLY 
RETROGRADE (INDEED IN CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBOFF, SNP 
LEADERS CHARACTERIZED IT AS A SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PROGRAM), 
THE PARTY'S BASIC APPEAL AND THE THRUST OF ITS MANIFESTO 
ARE NARROWLY NATIONALISTIC. WE ANTICIPATE THAT ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN IN SCOTLAND WILL FOCUS ON NATIONALISM ISSUE, 

WITH LABOR, CONSERVATIVE, AND LIBERAL PARTIES ATTACKING 
SNP'S GOAL OF INDEPENDENCE. FURTHER COMMENTS ON SNP 
PROGRAM WILL FOLLOW IN SEPTEL REPORTING EMBOFF'S TRIP TO 
GLASGOW-EDINBURGH AREA. 

ANNENBERG 
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